+ Pri 
ap 


bie tie 
3 


> 
ae 


Se ins 


Soke Pras i reer ca 


a i“ 


ee : <n a ere tg By oT ae AP AS a 
, eb - ie a Pee cme hres a it ogee il 


am 


aes Pa Asti 


Thanks to Dr. Thomas L. Rhoads 


his remarkable memory and his wealth of 
historic data on the development of Boy- 
ertown, we have been able to print be- 
tween the covers of this book, certain 
incidents both personal and local that 
will be interesting to the majority of 
our depositors and friends. 
Sufficiently, we hope, so that they 
will not only read its contents, 
but save the book itself as a 
token and souvenir of the 
glad occasion which it com- 
memorates... 


THE FIFTIETH ANNIVERSARY 


of the Farmers National Bank & Trust 
Company of Boyertown 


1883 = March3 = 1933 
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BOYVERTOWN 


A Golden Anniversary Booklet issued in behalf of the 
Community which The Farmers National Bank and Trust 


Company of Boyertown has served for 50 years. 


18383 Se e e es e e es e 1933 


OR a few mellow moments with a picturesque 

past—let us turn off the radio and. lay aside 
our metropolitan newspapers—closing our ears 
on an outside world that already has talked too 
much. Let us drown out the hum of this motor- 
ized age, ignore the jangling telephone—and just 
for today or tonight pick up the old family stere- 
oscope. Through its views of by-gone days we 
may revel in the memories of Boyertown fifty 
years ago. Back—let us go through the gay old 


nineties—into the elegance of our eighties. 


World-famous names and front-page faces of to- 
day will quickly fade into oblivion against the 
recollections of the good old friends we used to 
know. Perhaps momentous problems of budgets, 
war debts, disarmament and our other endless 
worries will give way to a cheerful chuckle or two 
over some boyish prank or perilous adventure 
brought to mind as we thumb through the pages 
of this, our Golden Birthday Book. 


And speaking of Birthdays—though this is our 
Fiftieth Anniversary, it is really your party, since 
without you, your loyalty and faith, there would 
be neither a Farmers National Bank and Trust 


Company nor a Fiftieth Anniversary to celebrate. 
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An Old Boyertown Landmark 


Time marches on and sorrowfully we witness the 
old scenes of our childhood, one by one, giving 
way to progress. Who doesn’t remember the his- 
toric old house shown below, as it used to stand 
at Third Street and Reading Avenue? And who 
doesn’t remember its single eye sternly regarding 
the children loitering on their way to school, or 
smell again the sweet, white wood smoke from 
its chimney, lazily drifting among the tree-tops? 


Built over 150 years ago as a tailor shop for Peter 
Maurer, it later became an office for Justice of 
the Peace Amos K. Strunk. Since then, this little 
house has been occupied at various times by Mrs. 
Catherine Kurtz, Henry Heller, and during the 
early mining days, by Mathias Reddington. In 
later years it was used as a factory by James 
Custer for the manufacture of cigars. 


But in the March of Time, the old landmark so 
often called the oldest house in town, has dis- 
appeared. 
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In the Good Old Summertime 
—hack in the 80’s 


What can take us back to the good old days of 
fifty years ago more quickly than a good photo- 
graph ... of people? How they lived, how they 
dressed ... what a lot there is to be seen in such 
a picture, and how long we look at it, if we see 
therein the face of some dear old friend, or 
member of our family! 


In the above picture, reproduced from an old 
daguerrotype—or tin-type, as it was popularly 
called—everything is in reverse, as if looking in a 
mirror. The men’s upper coat pockets, for in- 
stance, appear to be on the right side, although 
really on the left, just as we have them to-day. 
In the old daguerrotypes the exposure was made 
directly on the metal, and not reprinted on paper 
as is the modern photograph. 


How the above picture does take us back to the 
days of the long corset, the flounced skirts, high 
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shoes and multiple petticoats! And the men? 
Well, the brown derby was just about the last 
word in. sartorial perfection, and close-fitting 
suits with high lapels and tight trousers were all 
the vogue. 


Observing the Roadside Stand in the background 
with its baskets of apples and vegetables and the 
lemonade sign swung above, one looks in vain 
for the automobiles. Roadside Stands are evi- 
dently not a modern invention, after all. 


In this picture we see, from left to right: Front 
Row: Clara Bird, Sallie Grim, Kate Grim, Julia 
Spatz, and Sallie Hanberger. Middle Row: Katie 
Rhoads, Mahella Grim, Mary Fegley. Back Row: 
Morris Custer, William R. Grim, Frank Sabold, 
Benjamin G. Welder, and L. P. G. Fegley. 


Thomas A. Edison ‘3 
‘oo cs ey Pm» 


and his iron ore mine =>'(.j%, 
In the early nineties, the studious Ne 
face of the great inventor was a fa- /_. 
miliar sight in Bechtelsville, where // ff . 
he lived at the Bechtelsville Hotel. 1/4" 

On the Levi Gilbert farm near Heydt’s School 
House, Mr. Edison was at that time operating a 
mine in connection with his efforts to invent a 
method of separating the ore magnetically. 


The great wizard, who showered the blessings of 
his genius upon the whole world, will be remem- 
bered as a solemn, taciturn man who seemed to 
be completely wrapped up in his own thoughts. 
In an age of easy-going, friendly association 
among men, he sometimes found it difficult to 
maintain deep concentration upon his problems. 
An interesting anecdote is told by H. Freemont 
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Borneman that well illustrates Mr. Edison’s 
troubles in this respect. 

It seems that four prominent Boyertown citizens 
rented a carriage from Leidy’s livery stable one 
day, and went to Bechtelsville to pay their re- 
spects to Mr. Edison. When they arrived, they 
asked Jacob Bauman, proprietor of the hotel, to 
announce them to the inventor. 


““What do they want?’ roared Mr. Edison, ‘‘I 
didn’t come here to entertain people. I came 
here to work.’’ He then picked up the big straw 
sombrero he had been wearing while at the mine, 
strode downstairs and out a side door. The Boyer- 
town ‘“‘delegation’’ had nothing to do but stand 
and watch him drive away in his buggy. 


Boyertown’s First 
“Motorized” Fire Department 


How many people know that Boyertown is en- 
titled to rank among the country’s first places to 
have ‘‘motorized”’ fire equipment? Its claim to 
that distinction is shown by the photograph. 


The advantage of automobile speed for use in 
fighting fire evidently presented itself to the 
people of that day, but they were far ahead of 
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their times, because the specially-built factory- 
made equipment we have today was unobtainable. 
In this, photograph we not only see Dr. Charles 
B. Dotterer’s first automobile ... but we see it 
in action, responding to ‘‘a call.’’ The car was a 
Winton and created a great sensation in its day. 
Like Boyertown’s first two cars—those owned by 
C. A. Mory and M. R. Strunk (founders of the 
Boyertown Burial Casket Company)—it had a very 
hard life, because there were no paved streets and 
‘‘the going’? would have been rough even for the— 
cars of today. 


Well-known Men 
and Women 
... a Boyertown 
Contribution to the 


World of Affairs 


When we think over the old days and recall the 
faces we used to know, we are reminded of many 
who have gone out into the world and achieved 
success. And we like to think of their youthful 
occupations and to trace the character building 
forces of the early training which fitted them for 
the great responsibilities of life. 

Space does not permit us to name them all, but 
Just by way of kindling your memory, we might 

Kr mention the following. 


For instance, John Spatz, head 
of the New York division of the 
Boyertown Burial Casket Com- 
pany, as a boy worked on his 
father’s farm; Warren Kehl, 
well-known surgeon in Reading, 
worked on Funk’s Fruit Farm; 
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AWANN BY T M.FOWLER MORRISVILLE PA 


In this old picture are shown the following buildings:''u} 
man, Proprietor; Keystone House, T. D. Henry, Previe 
U.S. Cigar Factory, T. J. Dunn & Co., Proprietor; Ln} 
Works, F. H. Hartman, Proprietor; Cigar Box Factoryi\\; 
tion; St. John’s Lutheran Church; Reformed Churc: f 


New Mennonite Church. Seth 


PUBLISHED BY JAMES B. MOYER WYE! 


ublic School; Town Hall; Union House, J. M. Sassa- 
yietor; American House, T. R. Bucher, Proprietor; 
aber Yard, E. & J. W. Leaver, Proprietor; Carriage 
Vren & Bro., Proprietor; Casket Factory; R. R. Sta- 
Ebenezar M. E. Church; Old Mennonite Church; 
jzOw Many you can locate. 


and Thomas K. Leidy, Reading attorney, taught 
school at Gilbertsville and New Berlinville. 


Henry S. Borneman, an attorney in Philadelphia, 
clerked in his father’s drug store in Boyertown; 
Titus Stauffer, now an official of the McClintic- 
Marshall Construction Company, was an errand 
boy; Isaac Stauffer, a civil engineer of the Standard 
Oil Company, worked on his father’s farm; Fred 
Brunner, noted artist, was a clerk in a grocery 
store; William Binder, publisher of the Pottstown 
News, was a helper in his father’s fish and vege- 
table store; Gussie Spatz, of the Ladies’ Home 
Journal, was a typesetter in her father’s print 
shop; Lena Keely, Y. W. C. A. official in New York 
City, was a teacher in the public school; Lester 
Kehl, mechanical engineer of Pittsburgh, was a 
newspaper carrier; Carl Spatz, army aviator, set 
type in his father’s print shop (two years ago 18 
army planes from the great maneuvers in New 
York City banked low over Boyertown as a salute 
to Major Spatz, second in command of the great 
armada). Walter B. Freed, Reading attorney, was 
a clerk in our local post office; Abraham Groh, 
news editor in Omaha, Nebraska, was an errand 
boy; John G. Rhoads, Reading attorney, worked 
on his father’s farm; and John R. Erb, professor 
at Peirce Business School, Philadelphia, Bere 
in our public schools. 


Dr. Thomas L. Rhoads, of the army medical corps 
and personal physician to President Taft, worked 
on the farms of John Rhoads and Jere Schaeffer. 
Russell Keely, druggist at Milton, Pennsylvania, 
was clerk in his father’s shoe store; Clarence Fox, 
insurance broker in Philadelphia, worked at tai- 
loring; Charles F. Freeman, Reformed Church 
minister at Doylestown, was a typesetter in the 
Democrat office; and Charles Hoffman, owner of 
a big department store at Pottsville, worked on 
Funk’s Fruit Farm. 
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Old Union House 


Then, too, there was Frank W. Sabold (whose pic- 
ture appears on another page), and William H. 
McCormick, who were telegraphers at the rail- 
road station. The former eventually rose to a 
high position with the Western Union, and the 
latter became Assistant General Passenger Agent 
of the P. & R. 

Sometime when you stop at one of the large hotels 
in Atlantic City, owned by Dr. R. B. Ludy, you 
might ask your genial host just what connection 
there is between being a tailor’s apprentice as a 
boy in Boyertown—and operating a large hotel in 
Atlantic City! 


But what of those who have 
stayed with us? 


We have recalled to mind many names of those 
whose careers have drawn them away, or who have 
retired from active business life, but we must not 
be misled into thinking that it is necessary to 
go somewhere else to attain success. This is 
quickly disproved by many of our friends or neigh- 
bors who have achieved, and are today achieving, 
great success in their life work right here in Boyer- 
town. And among our young folks there are 
many of the leaders of tomorrow. 
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Street Scene of an Earlier Day 


6 


They were ‘‘out for business’? even in the early 
days when the Farmers National Bank was 
founded. In the photograph below we see the 
furniture and undertaking establishment of 
Harrison (Harry) Houck near the corner of Phila- 
delphia Avenue and Chestnut Street. Notice the 
old-fashioned casket on the sidewalk, and the 
smart team of dapple-grays hitched to the quaint 
old hearse. 


The original home of the Farmers National Bank 
was directly across the street to the right from 
the corner property shown in this photograph. 
A portion of the old building can be seen here. 
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The Days of Real Sport 


In these days of automobiles, golf and 
movie shows let nobody think that the 
young people of forty or fifty years ago 
were lacking in sports, recreation and 
pleasure. 


= As a matter of fact, they were free of the 
high tension, speed and worry of to-day. They 
had time for pleasure, and they made the most 
of it. Even back in the 70’s, they were as ‘‘keen’”’ 
for baseball as we are to-day. Perhaps they en- 
joyed it more, because they played it themselves 
instead of sitting in the bleachers and yelling. 


The Keystone Club was the first high class team, 
their grounds being the commons near the rail- 
road station. In the late 80’s the Warwick Club 
was the town’s “‘finest.”’ 

*k *K 


The first skinned ground tennis court was built 
by Thomas K. Leidy, and the leading players of 
that time were Newton Erb, Charles Erb, Walter 
_ Freed and Oren Leidy. Ed. Stauffer, a teller in 
the Farmers National Bank in its early days, had 
a smoothly packed clay croquet grounds in his 
father’s brick yard on East Philadelphia Avenue, 
and he was the best croquet player in these parts. 
* K 


And who could ever forget the corn-husking bees, 
when the young men kissed the girls whenever a 
red ear was found; the winter quilting parties, or 
the battalion drills followed by evenings of danc- 
ing, games and merriment? Who, in- 
deed cannot look back upon the home- 
comings at Christmas, the sleigh-rides 
. . . and the great turkey dinners 
topped off with mince pies, cookies, 
rock candy or nuts? 
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Reading Avenue, looking south 


Little Reminders of 
a By-gone Day 


There used to be several good-sized orchards 
within the town limits that produced a great 
many varieties of good old-fashioned apples. 
Some of them are rarely heard of nowadays. There 
were Follawater, Krauser, Pippins, Smokehouse, 
Grindstone, Maidenblush, Sheepnose, Watercore, 
Red Astrachans, Strawberry, Pinick, the real old- 
fashioned dark red Winesap with the yellow cen- 
ter, and many others. 


The boys of those days, as many of us will remem- 
ber, exhibited astounding interest in horticulture 
and used to visit these orchards frequently to 
study the varieties that grew there. 


West of the Reading Railroad was the large orch- 
ard of Jere Schaeffer; North of Philadelphia Ave- 


nue, between Reading Avenue and the railroad 
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was the Samuel Shaner orchard; another was the 
Elam Rhoads orchard on the south side of East 
Philadelphia Avenue, below Franklin Street... 
and each had its own protecting ‘‘gang.”’ 


* OK) 


In the old ‘*Tulpehocken Lodge’’ that used to 
meet after closing time in Boyer’s Store, the initi- 
ation fee was a ‘“‘growler’’ of beer (this was a long 
time ago), and the initiation requirement was to 
worm one’s body, head and feet first, through a 
horse collar! 


* Kk 


In these days of ‘‘low”’ prices it is interesting to 
recall that at one time the best board and room 
in the old Union House was $2.00 a week. This 
included three drinks a day ... and all the cigars 
you wished to smoke! 


Directors of the Farmers National Bank in 1905, photographed at a 

dinner given by H. Winslow Fegley. Left to Right: Daniel Fisher, 

Dr. Thos. J. B. Rhoads, H. Winslow Fegley, Dr. E. M. Herbst, Arades 

B. Reinert, Joseph Moyer, Edwin S. Burdan, D. H. G. Kuser. Due to 
illness, E. Y. Yoder was unable to be present. 
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Boyertown’s Own Almanac 


Keystone Cornet Band founded in 1866, incor- 
porated in 1875, was made non-political in 1883. 


Keystone Fire Company organized in 1873. 


Friendship Hook & Ladder Company organized 
in 1882. 


Farmers National Bank chartered in 1883. 


Opening of Boyertown’s fourth mine, on the 


John Rhoads Tract, 1883. 


Boyertown Mutual Fire Insurance Company 


founded in 1885. 

First English newspaper printed on July 5, 1890. 
Boyertown’s first trolley line was built in 1901, 
and extended to Reading. Several years later it 
was built to Pottstown, also. 


Illuminating gas was made available in 1906. 
The first paved streets were laid in 1907. 
Electric lighting began in 1908. 


The Opera House fire, in which 171 lives were lost, 
occurred in 1908. This was the greatest calamity 
ever visited upon the community. 


High School built in 1921. 


Boyertown is fortunate in the diversification of 
its industry. The establishment here of a casket 
works in 1893 has caused the outside world to 
associate the community with the casket craft. 
However, there are approximately twenty-five 
other equally successful manufacturers, whose 
products include steam boilers, stoves, silk hos- 
iery, underwear, auto bodies, cabinets, mill- 
work, brick, cigars, cigar boxes, men’s clothing, 
leather goods, hardware and dairy products. In 
addition, there are 1200 acres of fruit cultivation. 
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Farmers National Bank of Boyertown 
Organized in 1883 with the | 


- following Directorate 


Dr. Thomas J. B. Rhoads, President 
William K. Grim, Vice-President and Cashier 


Hiram Burdan Augustus D. Kehl 

J. William Hillegas John Sabold, Jr. 

E. G. Fegley William Schneider 
A. Y. Yoder 


Officers and Personnel in 1933 


Edwin M. Rhoads, President 
Daniel D. Fisher, Vice-President 
Clayton K. Lefevre, Vice-President 
Allen R. Moyer, Executive Vice-President 
Daniel S. Krick, Cashier and Trust Officer 
Roy E. Stahl, Ass’t Cashier 
Effenger M. Erb, Teller and Ass’t Trust Officer 
Marion R. Brumbach, Teller 
Daniel H. Zuber, Teller 
Mrs. Elsie Tyson, Clerk 
Beulah L. Jones, Clerk 
Stanley L. Rhoads, Clerk 
Henry L. Gottshall, Watchman 


Thomas K. Leidy Jessie R. Evans 
Atty. in Berks County Atty. in Montgomery County 
DIRECTORS 


Frank K. Boyer Lewis Campbell Eugene S. Drace 

Daniel D. Fisher M.E. Diefenderfer Abel P. Griffith 

RandolphA.Henry Thomas R. Houck William B. Keely 

Clayton K. Lefevre L. W. Mathias Allen R. Moyer 
Edwin M. Rhoads Ellis Y. Yoder 
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